Now, any study of Herod will immediately show that the man was a ruthless and paranoid tyrant. He would easily kill his own sons, or one of his wives, or the high priest, if he thought any of these were in any way conspiring against him. And he did. And so the thought of a king being born was an immediate threat. Especially if it was the promised Messiah, the king of the Jews. Herod, you see, was not even Jewish. He was an Edomite, a descendant of Esau and not Jacob. He had tried to ingratiate himself to the Jews by marrying into a line of Jewish kings -the Maccabeans that had reigned for a hundred years, and by building the temple in Jerusalem. (p)But he could not be trusted; and he himself trusted no one. So of course he and his court were thrown into a panic –the Magi entourage made quite a commotion.  In fact, vs 2 tells us the whole city was upset.  Ok, they really couldn’t be upset with 3 guys on camels, could they?  So, Herod recognized the threat here. Who was it they were looking for? King of the Jews?  

Vs 7-8

Jerusalem was 6 miles away from Bethlehem.  Why didn’t the chief priests or the scribes go along with the Magi? In their arrogance, they failed to go and see.  Even though the wisest of men told them of this new King, this new Messiah, they didn’t go.  It was only 6 miles away!  They failed to glorify God when God gave them this revelation through these magi.  The arrogance of these men just astounds me.
Vs 9-11

Interesting isn’t it,  that when the Magi arrived, they came into the house... not a stable, but a house... and when they saw the child with Mary His mother, they fell down and worshipped Him. They worshiped this child who they recognized as King. 

Most believe the Magi saw Jesus when he was a child of about 2 months -2 years old.   But Jesus could have been an infant when the Magi arrived – you see, the family would naturally have moved into a house as quickly as possible after Jesus was born, and the greek word for “child” can mean a newborn.

My personal belief is that Jesus was not an infant.  I believe that He was at least 6 months old by this time. Let’s look into this…. It is about a 3 or 4 month journey from Babylon to Jerusalem.   If the star first appears to the Magi when Jesus is just born -and if the Magi & their entourage leave right away, & if the roads were ok to travel on in the winter months, Jesus would be 4-6 months old when the Magi visit.  The problem is we really don’t know when the star first appeared.  It could have appeared when Jesus was first born, it could have appeared before He was born, or it could have appeared later. But it makes more sense to me that the star appeared later. Most scholars accept that Jesus was about 18 months old when the Magi visit.  You see, Herod estimates how old this new “King of the Jews” is, and then decides to kill all male children in and around Bethlehem that were under the age of 2.   So, if we allow for a little latitude from Herod, that he overdid the age a little to make sure Jesus was included in those children that are to be killed, we could guess that Jesus was maybe a little over a year old, or even 18 months old as most scholars agree to, when the Magi worship Him.
So, let’s speak about the “King of the Jews”.  Could he be king according to Jewish tradition?  He certainly could be called king just by those authorized to do so-the Magi, and by royal worship – after all, king makers of the world bowed to Him and presented Him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh – gifts worthy of the King.   And in a sort of a backhanded way, even Herod confesses Him as King by his desire to murder Him. And so, the royalty of Christ is established not only by His lineage, not only by His royal birth but by His royal worship. And lastly, Matthew wants us to know that He is King by royal decree. Not just these things but He was decreed to be the King by God Himself. God who is His royal Father has so decreed.

The gifts.          Ok, let get into these gifts brought by the Magi. The people of the East never approach the presence of kings and great people, without a present in their hands. The custom is often noticed in the Old Testament, and still prevails in the East.

There it is! They were not instituting a new Christian custom of exchanging gifts with friends to honor Christ's birthday. They were following an old and ancient eastern custom of presenting gifts to a king when they come into his presence. They were approaching Him, born King of the Jews, in person. Therefore custom required they present gifts—even as the Queen of Sheba brought gifts to Solomon—even as many people today take a gift along when they visit the White House for an appointment with the President.
You might also want to consider why gold, and frankincense, and myrrh were brought to Jesus by the Magi. Not much needs to be said about Gold.  It was expensive, prized, and fit as a gift for a king. Frankincense is a white resin or gum. It is obtained from a tree by making incisions in the bark.   It is very fragrant when burned, and was used in the Old Testament – for worship –in sacrifices it was burned as a pleasant offering to God.  Myrrh was obtained from a tree in the same manner as frankincense. The name signifies bitterness, and indeed it is very bitter. It was used chiefly in embalming the dead, because it had the property of preserving dead bodies and therefore was a preparation for Jesus’ death. These were costly gifts, and so they were certainly appropriate for a king. They speak of the honor and respect the Magi gave newborn Jesus. And, they would have been welcomed by Joseph and Mary who were very poor.
Vs12

